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Clonsilla station
The Navan line diverged at Clonsilla station from t he Mullingar/Sligo line on the left hand (Up) side of this photo 
by a double junction. The 2 lines ran parallel for 800m before the Mullingar/Sligo line diverged sharp ly to the left. 
The Navan line continued on straight to the Royal C anal bridge. (7¼ MP from Broadstone station, Dublin)



Royal Canal bridge.

Constructed approximately 1000m 
north of Clonsilla station, the 
bridge over the royal canal was 
built by the Dublin & Meath 
railway company.

After the Dublin & Meath Railway 
company was bought out by the 
MGWR in 1888, the line was 
doubled from Clonsilla to 
Dunboyne, and later to Drumree.

From Easter 1923 until 1924 the 
line from Clonsilla to Dunboyne 
operated as single track after the 
bridge was blown up.

The double track to Dunboyne 
was singled by the GSR in late 
1925. 

Iarnród Éireann have proposed 
reinstating the girder sections of 
the bridge as part of their Clonsilla 
to M3 feasibility study.

The land from Clonsilla station to 
the Royal Canal bridge is still in 
CIÉ ownership.

(7 ¾ MP)



Barnhill Bridge, on the R149 between Clonee and Luc an is the first 
over bridge on the Navan Clonsilla line (OB 286).



Stirling Bridge, 
(OB287) is situated 
after the former 
Hilltown crossing 
between 
Clonee/Lucan and 
Dunboyne.

From Stirling Bridge the 
alignment continues unimpeded 
to Dunboyne, though it is used 
as a farm access route.



Dunboyne station water tower and 
alignment facing Clonsilla taken 
from the station over-bridge.

The alignment has been surfaced 
with tarmac.

The over-bridge 
(OB290) at Dunboyne 
station and remains 
of platforms.



Dunboyne station is now a private residence – the al ignment has been filled 
in and is used as a back garden. (10 ¾ MP)



Electric Pylon on the alignment 
north of Dunboyne station.

A river Tolka culvert north of the 
pylon is fully intact.

Facing Navan from the over-bridge 
(OB294) on the R157 which links 
Dunboyne to the N3.



The girder bridge remains crossing the river Tolka just south of Pace.



Approximately 1.8km of 
the former track bed has 
been incorporated into a 
realignment of the N3.

However the there is a 
substantial grass verge.

There is no trace of 
Fairyhouse station.

The railway embankment 
resumes north of the 
Blackbull junction where 
traffic from Trim and 
Ratoath joins the N3.

The remains of Fairyhouse 
bridge (UB302) are still 
visible on the right. (13 MP)



River Tolka culvert and embankment north of Fairyho use bridge.



River Tolka culvert overgrown but fully intact betw een Fairyhouse 
and Rathbeggan.



Embankment south of Rathbeggan – some of the 
alignment has been taken into fields south of this point.



The first river 
Tolka culvert on 
the alignment at 
Rathbeggan has 
become blocked.

As a result of the blockage, the 
Tolka has cut through the 
embankment.

The culvert is fully intact.



Aerial photograph 
shows the 
alignment passing 
the fish farm at 
Rathbeggan Lakes.

From the alignment, 
Rathbeggan lakes have an 
7’ earthen surrounding 
embankment beside the 
alignment, which does not 
infringe on the track bed.



Alignment south of 
Rathregan continues 
along the embankment 
ridge from left to right . 

Former Navan Junction station –
Drogheda right, Clonsilla right

North of Rathbeggan the 
embankment continues 
unimpeded to Rathregan, and is in 
use as a farm access road.



Facing Clonsilla from former 
Rathregan level crossing. (14 ¾
MP)

Former Rathregan level 
crossing cottage with shed 
obstructing alignment.



Batterstown station facing Navan – house extended on to 
the platforms and alignment (OB310). (15 ¾ MP) 



Facing Clonsilla from 
Pelletstown bridge.

Former Navan Junction 
station – Drogheda right, 
Clonsilla right

The alignment north of 
Pelletstown.



Drumree station is now a 
private residence. The 
alignment now serves as a 
driveway - the original 
access road is in use as a 
garden. MGWR double 
tracking of the Navan line 
extended as far as 
Drumree until 1919.

Alignment Obstruction: Barn 
at Drumree facing Clonsilla .
(18 ¾ MP)



Alignment Obstruction: Dunsany bridge with manhole in foreground of the 
Skane Valley Sewerage Scheme facing Clonsilla. Meath County Council state that 
apart from a short section (approx 100m) at Dunsany Bridge, the pipeline does not 
compromise the alignment. It is 3.5m deep and bedded in concrete. (21½ MP) 



At Lambertstown, Kilmessan the
Alignment has been converted 
for use as a driveway to a 
private residence. The over-
bridge provides an alternative 
access point to this residence.
(23½ MP)

There are 2 over-
bridges within 100 
meters at Athronan. 
The alignment has 
been incorporated into 
fields at this point.
(22 ¼ MP)



At Kilmessan, 14 houses 
have been constructed on the 
alignment, with an access 
road crossing the alignment 
to a new housing scheme 
(top left hand corner) built 
within the last 7 years.

Between the two over-bridges 
in Kilmessan, the alignment is 
part of a garden with a 
greenhouse.



The turntable of Kilmessan station, and hotel garde ns. (24 ¼ MP)



Former 
Kilmessan 
Junction 
station, now a 
hotel. 
Extensions 
cross the 
alignment. 

In April 2000, Meath County Council refused 
permission for extensions to the hotel 
premises. However, the High Court ruled 
that as reinstatement of the Navan Clonsilla 
rail link was not part of the Meath County 
Development Plan, and that Meath County 
Council could not withhold planning 
permission on the basis that reinstatement 
was not planned.



The alignment north of 
Kilmessan is intact 
though some of it has 
been taken into fields.

This embankment at Craystown 
approaching the river Boyne is 
20’ high crossing a small 
culvert. The embankment 
appears to be of double track 
width. (25 ¾ MP) 



Part of a private residence 
has been built on the 
alignment approaching the 
Boyne bridge.

The under-bridge (UB 
328) over the Bective-
Ballinter road has been 
demolished, and the 
remains currently lie 
beneath the road, 
crossing from right to 
left for Navan.



The alignment is used as an 
access road to a private 
residence, though there is also 
access to the residence from 
another entrance.

The Boyne viaduct from 
above facing Clonsilla.



The Navan-Clonsilla 
Boyne viaduct.

(26½ MP)



Just north of the Boyne 
viaduct the alignment 
cutting has been used as 
a land fill for builders 
rubble and filled in.

Rubble deposited on the 
alignment facing Navan, 
approximately 1000 metres 
from Bective station.



Bective station is now a private residence – the ali gnment has been 
converted into a garden, and a barn constructed on it. (27 ¼ MP)



This culvert provides access 
to a sports ground at 
Cannistown.

The bridge at Cannistown lies in 
the path of the M3 motorway.

An over-bridge is planned on 
the alignment at this point for 
the M3 motorway.



North of Cannistown, a 
factory and a private 
residence are built on 
the alignment, and the 
cutting has been filled 
in to facilitate this.

The remains of the 
over-bridge, with 
cutting filled in to 
the left.



Kilcarn bridge facing Navan. The embankment to this  point still exists 
though the subsequent cutting on both sides of Kilc arn bridge are filled in 
for 200 metres in each direction.



Alignment flooded approaching 
Navan. This is final remaining over-
bridge on the alignment before the 
Trim road in Navan is reached.



Approaching Navan, the alignment is unobstructed  – Páirc Táilteann 
floodlights beside Navan Junction are in the centre  distance.



The over-bridge on the 
Navan-Trim road has been 
demolished.

The alignment passes from the Trim 
road to Navan Junction via the site 
of the proposed new Navan 
shopping centre.



The only remaining 
station building at 
Navan Junction is the 
former goods shed, 
now used as a cash 
and carry. (30 ¼ MP)

Former Navan Junction 
station – Drogheda left, 
Clonsilla right.

The station building  
has been demolished, 
and the right hand 
portion of the green 
warehouse now 
partially sits on the 
MGWR platforms.



Obstructions on the alignment
1. Grounds and car park extend onto alignment at Dunboyne
2. Dunboyne station is now a private residence – garden extends onto alignment
3. A sewerage pipe crosses the alignment north of Dunboyne station
4. The N3 was diverted onto the track bed in the 1960’s.
5. At Rathregan a shed has been built on to the alignment.
6. Batterstown station is now a private residence and has been extended onto the track bed.
7. The road-bridge at Drumree has been demolished
8. Drumree station is now a private residence and the track bed is now a driveway
9. The Skane Valley Sewerage Scheme is built along the alignment at Dunsany
10. The alignment is in use as a driveway at Lambertstown, Kilmessan
11. A housing estate has been built on the track bed in Kilmessan, and a access road to a new housing 

development
12. Kilmessan Junction is now a hotel, and has been extended onto the track bed
13. A house impinges the alignment north of Kilmessan
14. The under-bridge on the Bective-Ballinter road has been demolished
15. Track-bed is in use as an access road from the Bective-Ballinter road 
16. North of the Boyne the cutting has been used as a land-fill for builders rubble
17. Bective station is now a private residence, and the alignment is in use as a garden with barn
18. A factory and house have been built on the alignment at Cannistown
19. The over-bridge on the Trim road (R161) has been demolished
20. Industrial units built on the track-bed from the Trim road to Navan Junction where the Clonsilla and Drogheda 

lines converged, will be removed as part of the new shopping centre plans.  



Relevant Dates
• 1858 – Dublin & Meath Railway incorporated
• 1859 – Construction commences on Navan Clonsilla rail link
• 1862 – Construction of Navan Clonsilla rail link completed
• 1869 – D&MR lease the Navan-Clonsilla line to MGWR
• 1888 – MGWR buy Navan Clonsilla railway and upgrade line to 

double track as far as Drumree
• 1919 – Double track to Drumree reverted to single
• 1924 – MGWR amalgamated with GS&WR and the Cork Bandon & 

South Coast Railway to form GSR the following year
• 1925 – GSR single Clonsilla Dunboyne section
• 1947 – Passenger services cease
• 1963 – Line closed & lifted
• 1998 – Reinstatement announced for 2004
• 2000 – Reinstatement re-announced for 2010
• 2005 – Reinstatement re-announced again for 2015



Mileages

• 0 MP – Broadstone station, Dublin
• 7 ¼ MP – Clonsilla
• 10 ¾ MP – Dunboyne
• 12 ¾ MP – Fairyhouse 
• 15 ¾ MP – Batterstown
• 18 ¾ MP – Drumree
• 24 ¼ MP – Kilmessan Jct.
• 27 ¼ MP – Bective 
• 30 ¼ MP – Navan Jct



Dunboyne to Navan railway map
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